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INTRODUCTION. 


The  great  interest  which  is  now  being  excited  by  the  reports  of 
Gold  discoveries  in  the  Transvaal,  renders  it  unnecessary  for  me  to 
offer  any  apology  for  the  present  contribution  towards  the  general 
stock  of  information  with  respect  to  a portion  of  Africa,  in  which  the 
public  interest  is  sure  to  be  sustained,  and  will  probably  be  increased, 
as  from  time  to  time  fresh  discoveries  of  Gold  are  announced. 
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The  particulars  here  given  are  made  either  from  the  personal 
observations  of  the  Author,  or  from  the  statements  of  persons  of 
undisputed  authority. 

W.  BECKFORD,  M.E. 

London^  February^  1884. 


INTRODUCTION  TO  SECOND  EDITION. 

The  recent  excitement  consequent  upon  the  further  extra- 
ordinary discoveries  of  gold  in  the  Transvaal,  is  one  of  the  reasons 
for  the  re-printing  of  this  pamphlet.  Indeed,  it  has  been  practically 
re-written,  and  having  regard  to  the  recent  undertakings  that  have 
been  formed,  and  the  very  large  dividends  which  some  of  the 
Companies  have  been  able  to  pay,  and  with  the  view  of  enlightening 
those  who  are  already  interested,  and  as  well  as  those  who  desire  to 
embark  in  bona  fide  undertakings,  is  another  reason  for  my  placing 
before  my  readers  what  I can  confidently  say  is,  reliable  information, 
and  I do  so  in  the  belief  that  it  will  materially  assist,  be  they 
speculators  or  investors,  in  forming  an  accurate  opinion  and 
judgment  as  to  the  undertakings  which  would  be  of  advantage  to 
them  in  joining,  and  which  to  leave  alone. 
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These  discoveries  in  the  Transvaal,  I have  noticed,  have  led 
many  important  Journals  to  appoint  their  own  Special  Correspon- 
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‘ dents  either  at  Kimberley  or  Pretoria,  and  in  the  opinions  expressed 

by  the  Times  Correspondent’s  letter,  of  23rd  September  last,  I 
entirely  agree. 

j 

i He  says  “ South  Africa  is  a country  of  surprises.” 

A series  of  aurifet  ous  quartz^  reefs  and  lodes  having  been  dis- 
covered and  developed,  some  of  them  yielding  as  rich  returns  of 
the  precious  metal  as  have  been  found  in  any  part  of  the  world. 
To  get  gold,  capital,  and  intelligence  with  energy  and  enterprise, 
must  be  forthcoming. 

Since  1884  many  changes  have  taken  place  in  South  x\frica, 
’and  more  especially  in  the  Waterberg  district  of  the  South 
African  Republic. 

My  predictions  have  been  verified  to  a considerable  extent, 
at  the  time  I wrote,  “travelling”  was  almost  an  impossibility,  the 
only  railway  in  the  country  being  from  Cape  Town  to  the  Orange 
River.  Now  the  journey  from  the  Coast  right  up  to  Kimberley 
can  be  accomplished  in  about  36  hours  without  leaving  th’e  train, 
commodious  saloons  and  sleeping  cars  being  at  command  ; further, 
an  enterprising  firm  of  post  contractors  are  running  a weekly  mail 
and  passenger  service  from  Kimberley  through  to  Pretoria.  This 
journey  occupies  about  four  days,  allowing  visitors  to  the  Capital 
of  the  Transvaal  ample  time  for  nightly  rest,  and  for  paying  short 
visits  to  many  interesting  towns  which  the  Mail  Coach  passes 
through  on  its  way  to  Pretoria. 


The  Proclamation  issued  by  Sir  C.  Warren,  the  worthy  Chief 
of  the  Metropolitan  Police  (then  General  Sir  C.  Warren),  taking 
Bechuanaland  and  proclaiming  the  British  Protectorate  to  lat.  22°, 
is  now  a thing  of  the  past. 

The  District,  Waterberg,  that  1 have  always  fancied  would 
prove  the  Eldorado  of  South  Africa,  seems  at  last  to  have  engaged 
the  attention  of  English  Capitalists,  and  I observe  that  within 
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the  last  few  months  the  following,  among  the  most  important 
companies,  have  sprung  into  existance  : — Central  Transvaal  Gold 
Mining  Company,  Limited;  The \\’aterberg  District  (jold  Explora- 
tion Syndicate,  &c. 

I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  with  capital  carefully  and 
judiciously  expended,  and  proper  management  at  the  mines,  the 
shares  in  these  undertakings  will  turn  out  to  be  a most  profitable 
investment ; while  the  capital  which  is  thus  being  poured  into  the 
country  is  certain  to  develop  many  magnificent  properties  which 
are  at  present  undreamt  of. 

W.  B. 

November,  1886. 
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There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  largest  profits  are  made  by  the  purchase  of  shares, 
particularly  those  of  Gold.  IMliiiing  Companies  when  at  low  prices.  Their  fall  from  a 
premium,  and  even  par,  to  what  is  sometimes  called  “ru.bl)isll  price,  is  consequent  upon 
their  being  depreciated  by  unforeseen  circumstances — notably  by  those  realising  who  got  in  at 
a premium,  because  their  expectations  have  not  been  so  readily  realised  as  they  anticipated, 
or  the  non-declaration  of  a dividend  at  as  early  a date  as  was  expected.  These,  as  well  as 
the  forced  sale  of  shares,  are  the  main  causes. 


In  the  majority  of  recent  Gold  Mining  undertakings,  particularly  those  in  the 
“ Transvaal,”  it  was  necessary  to  wait  the  arrival  of  machinery,  and  a reasonable  time  for  its 
erection.  But  these  facts  seem  to  have  been  forgotten  by  some,  and  hence  it  is  we  find 
shares  now  obtainable  at  prices  far  below  their  intrinsic  value.  This  want  of  either  patience 
or  timidity  of  the  investor,  and  his  selling  on  a falling  market,  should  be  taken  advantage  of 
by  those  who  can  afford  to  lock  up  their  money  for  a few  months,  by  so  doing  large  profits 
can  now  be  netted  by  those  who  buy  shares.  The  following  table  will  show  what 
profits  could  have  been  made  by  those  who  followed  our  advice  during  the  last  few^ 
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We  desire  to  draw  particular  attention  to  the  present  low  price  of  the  shares  of  the 
Central  Transvaal  Gold  Mining  Company,  which  was  formed  last  year.  Since  then  the 
Company’s  Engineer  has  sent  home  most  favourable  reports,  and  the  machinery  is  now  in  the 
course  of  erection,  and  the  first  crushing  should  take  place  shortly.  The  Shareholders  have 
evidently  not  taken  into  account  the  delays  that  generally  ensue  with  reference  to  the  sending 
out  machinery,  etc.,  and  the  shares  have  consequently  become  much  depressed,  although, 
in  our  opinion,  their  intrinsic  value  remains  the  same.  We  strongly  recommend  the 
purchase  of  these  shares  at  their  present  price,  viz.,  iis.  6d.,  -£i  full-paid,  and  we  predict 
before  the  autumn,  a rise  of  at  least  25  pgr  cent.,  and  so  soon  as  the  first  crushing  is 
reported  they  will  rise  to  a coasideraUie  premium. 


The  profit  may  seem  large,  but  we  are  confident  that  such  results  can  be  secured  by  an 
investment  in  these  shares,  especially  at  their  present  low  price. 


We  enclose  you  a map  and  also  a pamphlet  which  deals  with  the  “ Transvaal,”  and 
refers  particularly  to  the  Central  ” property.  It  was  edited  by  Mr.  Beckford,  who  is  now  the 
Mining  Engineer  of  this  Company.  You  may  remember  that  when  this  Company  was 
launched,  the  Vendor,  believing  in  the  success  of  the  ^ undertaking,  refused  to  take 
any  cash,  preferring  to  take  all  shares,  which  he  still  holds,  being  confident  in  the  future 

of  the  Company. 

Yours  obediently. 


WARREN  AND  HOWELL. 
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CHAP'i'ER  I. 


THE  TRANSVAAL  AS  A GOLD  BEARING 

DISTRICT. 

ANCIENT  AND  MODERN  ACCOUNTS.— The  exciting 
discoveries  of  gold  in  different  parts  of  the  'I'ransvaal  have  served 
to  direct  public  attention  earnestly  to  that  part  of  the  earth.  It  is 
not  merely  the  gold  question,  but  all  that  relates  to  a district 
hitherto  comparatively  unknown  has  of  late  acquired  a deep  and 
ever  growing  interest.  This  not  confined  to  the  present  or  to 
recent  times,  but  historians  of  modern  times  and  the  middle  ages,, 
and  even  back  to  Herodotus,  have  been  searched  and  quoted  to 
show  how  long  the  existence  of  gold  in  that  quarter  of  the  Globe 
has  been  known.  According  to  Herodotus,  the  Carthagenians 
used  to  visit  the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  and  having  “ arranged  the 
articles  for  barter  along  the  shore  in  an  orderly  manner,”  returned 
to  the  ship  and  “ raised  a great  smoke,”  on  perceiving  which,  the 
natives  came  down  to  the  coast  and  placed  near  the  goods  arranged 
along  the  shore  what  they  deemed  equivalent  in  gold,  and  went  away 
again.  Then  the  Carthagenians  landed,  and  if  satisfied  with 
the  amount,  took  the  gold  and  went  away,  leaving  the  natives  to 
return  and  remove  the  goods.  That  plan  would  not  work  now,  for 
the  natives  as  soon  as  they  had  a chance  would  remove  the  goods 
for  a certainty,  but  as  to  their  leaving  an  equivalent  amount  in  gold^ 
is  only  problematical. 

Gold  is  found  in  various  parts  of  the  Transvaal,  and  what  is 
true  of  one  district  applies  more  or  less  to  other  districts  through- 
out the  Gold  bearing  region,  from  some  of  which  it  is  confidently 
predicted  by  eminent  Mining  Engineers,  whose  authority  is  un- 
disputed, that  inexhaustible  supplies  may  confidently  be  looked  for. 
If  the  rough  and  ready  operations  of  the  natives  have  for  so  many 
ages  produced  so  much,  it  seems  only  reasonable  to  argue  that  the 
mechanical  appliances  and  improved  scientific  methods  of  the 


I 


lO 


present  day,  will  vastly  increase  the  quantity  produced.  It  has 
been  found,  according  to  Mr.  O’Donoughue— 

‘•(i)  Alluvial,  in  the  form  of  water  worn  nuggets  in  the 
valleys  and  streams,  and  in  the  terraces  on  the  sides  of 
the  Creeks. 

“(2)  Free  gold,  found  on  the  tops,  brows,  and  slopes  of 
the  hills. 

“ {3)  Free  coarse  gold,  intermingled  with  quartz  ; and 

“ (4)  Coarse  gold  not  water  worn,  found  in  deep  and  shallow 
leads,  and  disseminated  through  masses  of  decomposed 
quartz,  schist  and  ironstone.” 

GEOGRAPHICAL  POSITION.— The  Transvaal  is  the 
most  northern  portion  of  South  Africa.  On  the  north,  the  Limpopo 
or  Crocodile  River  divides  it  from  Bamangato  and  the  Matabele 
district — a little  to  the  north  of  the  Tropic  of  Capricorn.  On  the 
west  there  is  the  British  Territory  of  Bechuanaland.  While  I am 
writing.  Sir  Charles  Warren  is  about  to  take  over  Bechuanaland  to 
protect  the  route  to  the  interior.  This  British  Protectorate  extends 
to  the  22®  south  latitude.  The  Blaauwberg  range  of  mountains 
are  south  of  that  parallel. 

On  the  east  a strip  of  Portuguese  territory  separates  it  by  a few 
day’s  march  from  the  Indian  Ocean  ; and  on  the  south,  the  Free 
State,  Natal  and  Z.ululand — the  boundary  line  being  about 
700  miles  from  Cape  Town. 

HOW  TO  GET  THERE.— On  landing  at  Cape  Town,  the 
visitor  can  proceed  by  railway  to  Orange  River.  The  journey 
occupies  30  hours,  but  in  the  well-appointed  Pulman  cars  he  will 
find  ample  provision  for  eating,  drinking  and  sleeping.  From 
the  Orange  River  there  is  a coach  to  Kimberley  and  from 
there  is  a coach  to  Pretoria,  the  capital  of  the  Transvaal,  passing 
through  Bloemhof  and  Potchefstroom. 

SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  PRETORIA.— The  capital  of  the 
Transvaal  is  a town  beautifully  laid  out  on  the  American  plan,  the 
streets  being  in  straight  lines,  and  a stream  of  pure  spring  water 
running  through  each  street — as  is  the  case  with  all  other  Dutch 
• towns.  In  some  places  the  houses  come  up  to  the  street  line  and 

have  their  gardens  in  the  rear,  in  other  cases  the  gardens  are 
in  front.  In  all  cases  these  gardens  are  well  kept,  and 
highly  productive.  Apples,  pears,  peaches,  oranges,  figs, 

J grapes,  apricots,  and  many  other  kinds  of  fruit  abound.  Rose 

| i bushes  are  chiefly  employed  in  towns  to  form  the  hedgerows — -a 
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wild  variety  of  the  moss  rose — and  in  the  countrj  districts,  fig 
bushes  serve  the  same  useful  purpose.  The  town  houses  are 
fashioned  upon  English  models,  most  of  them  with  slanting  roofs, 
but  in  the  rural  districts  the  roofs  are  mostly  flat. 

The  black  and  white  population  of  Pretoria  is  about  25,000. 

There  is,  of  course,  a market  square,  the  most  important  part 
of  the  town,  and  in  it  is  found  a well-built  Dutch  Reformed  Church, 
from  the  designs  of  an  English  architect,  Mr.  Claridge,  which  is  not 
so  devoid  of  ornament  as  most  others  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Community — which  is  the  church  of  the  Republic.  The  church 
stands  in  the  centre  of  the  square,  and  is  a credit  to  the  town.  Near 
it  are  Rath  Haus  (or  Parliament),  the  “ Standard  Bank  of  British 
South  Africa,”  which  has  branches  all  through  the  Colony  and 
chief  offices  in  Clement’s  Lane,  London.  The  “ European  Hotel  ’ 
also  deserves  notice,  as  fully  equal  to  a first-class  English  hotel  in 
the  extent  of  its  accommodation,  and  m the  reasonableness  of  its 
prices,  which  average  from  8s.  to  12s.  a day,  exclusive  of  wine  and 
cigars,  which  also  are  of  the  first  quality,  only  the  best  brands  being 
imported  for  the  use  of  the  guests.  I he  “European  is  chiefly 
patronised  by  Europeans,  the  Boers  and  others  go  to  the 
“ Edinburgh.”  Another  building  that  deserves  to  be  mentioned  is 
the  offices  of  the  “ Transvaal  Board  of  Executors  and  Trust  Co. 
Ld.,”  whose  ^3  shares,  with  los.  paid  up,  are  a valuable  property, 
the  subscribers  having  got  their  capital  back  over  and  over  again 
in  the  shape  of  dividends.  The  Club  House  is  all  that  could  be 
desired  in  such  an  institution,  and  there  is  also  a second  club  to 
meet  any  further  requirements  in  that  direction.  T he  landlord  is 
Mr.  de  Villiers— a man  who  is  exceptionally  popular  with  all 
classes  in  the  community.  He  is  trusted  as  well  by  the  Boers  as 
by  the  English  settlers  and  the  native  races.  He  is  one  of  the  few 
Dutchmen  who  are  not  anti-English.  He  is  essentially  English  in 
his  tastes  and  habits,  and  particularly  in  his  fondness  for  field 
sports  and  athletic  exercises.  His  decisions  are  received  with 
great  respect  throughout  the  Transvaal. 

The  High  Court  is  held  in  the  Rath  haus  (Parliament).  It 
sits  as  a Court  of  Appeal  from  the  decisions  of  the  Magistrate’s 
Courts,  and  consists  of  three  judges,  Coetze  (Chief  Justice),  Brand 
and  Burgers  (Puisne  Judge) ; Brand  is  the  son  of  President  Brand 
of  the  Free  State,  which  adjoins  the  Transvaal  on  the  South,  and 
Burger  is  the  son  of  the  late  President  of  the  1 ransvaal  of  that 
name.  The  present  President  of  the  Transvaal  is  President  Kruger, 
who  has  twice  visited  this  country,  and' amongst  the  effects  of  these 
visits  it  may  be  noticed  that,  though  a pure  Boer,  he  now  walks 
abroad  with  a tall  hat  and  black  surtout  coat,  articles  of  attire 
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which  he  did  not  previously  patronise.  It  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  there  is  also  an  English  Church  and  an  English  Bishop  in 
Pretoria  (The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Bousfield),  who  is  a very  distinguished 
scholar  and  a powerful  and  brilliant  orator. 

The  Press,  too,  is  in  a flourishing  condition.  There  is  the 
Volksstem,  a Dutch  j)aper,  the  editor  of  which  (Mr.  Celliers)  is  a 
sturdy  and  patriotic  representative  and  defender  of  his  race  Next 
may  be  mentioned  the  Transvaal  Advertiser,  edited  by  Dr.  Scobell, 
and  the  Government  Gazette,  the  official  organ  of  the  Transvaal 
Government. 

'I'he  leading  medical  men  are  mostly  Englishmen.  The  legal 
profession  is  in  a somewhat  mixed  condition,  as  the  British 
Government,  when  taking  over  the  'Pransvaal,  elevated  all  the 
Attorneys  and  Law  Agents  to  the  rank  of  Advocates,  with  results 
which  may  be  easily  imagined. 

The  Government  Registrar  is  Mr.  Jacobus  Johannes  Mientjes, 
He  has  occupied  the  onerous  position  of  “ Registrar  of  Acts,” 
ever  since  the  Transvaal  has  been  a Republic,  and  Pretorius  was 
President  of  the  country.  He  is  a most  affable  and  kindly-disposed 
gentleman.  I should  say  he  is  one  of  the  most  faithful  servants 
the  'I'ransvaal  Government  has  ever  had  in  their  employ,  and 
I thought  when  I met  him  last,  in  i88i,  it  was  high  time  that  his 
government  should  have  allowed  him  a pension  from  the  Civil 
List.  Mr.  Mientjes  is  never  better  pleased,  or  in  better  humour, 
than  when  he  can  supply  or  give  any  information,  out  of  his  office, 
to  strangers  who  may  wish  to  find  the  situation,  etc.,  of  the  12,000 
odd  farms  which  this  republic  contains. 

The  Barracks  at  Pretoria  were  built  by  the  English  Government 
during  their  occupation.  They  stand  in  a commanding  position, 
and  are  quite  an  ornament  to  the  town. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


THE  BOER 


HE  IS  A LANDOWNER.— The  Boer  is  the  Landowner  in  the 
Transvaal,  and  as  such,  it  may  be  interesting  to  give  some  particulars 
about  him.  He  is  generally  a fine,  tall,  powerful  man,  somewhat 
superstitious  and  very  religious.  His  wife  is  a portly  dame, 
who  may  be  mostly  found  seated  in  her  capacious  arm  chair, 
from  half  an  hour  before  daybreak  till  6 or  7 o’clock  at  night, 
when  she  retires  to  rest.  Under  no  circumstances  would  any  other 
person  think  of  occupying  this  seat  of  honor. 


DOMESTIC  LIFE. — It  is  from  this  throne  that  she  directs 
the  household  operations  of  her  native  servants,  male  and  female, 
repairing  occasionally  to  the  kitchen  to  superintend  the  coffee,  the 
bread  baking,  and  other  culinary  and  domestic  operations,  including 
the  manufacture  of  soap  and  candles.  The  whole  of  the  family 
rise  before  break  of  day.  d he  Boer  immediately  fills  his  capacious 
pipe  and  b.gins  to  smoke  tobacco  of  very  excellent  quality,  which  is 
abundantly  produced  in  the  AVaterberg  District.  Smoking  interferes 

but  slightly  with  his 


i 


MATUdTNAL  ABLUTIONS,  which  are  not  of  a very 
elaborate  description.  A small  bowl  of  wood  or  earthenware, 
constructed  to  hold  about  a pint,  is  filled  with  water  and  brought  in 
with  a very  small  napkin  to  serve  as  a towel.  Ihe  native  servants 
hand  this  to  the  Boer  who  dips  his  fingers  in,  and  washes  his  face, 
chiefly  his  eyes,  in  a somewhat  perfunctory  manner,  wipes  himself 
dry  with  the  little  towel,  and  the  bow!  passes  on  with  the  same  towel 
to  his  wife  and  other  members  of  the  family  seriatim,  d’he  same 
bowl  and  towel  go  the  entire  round  of  the  family,  and  it  does  not 
seem  to  occur  to  them  to  procure  a fresh  supply  of  water.  In  an 
experience  of  fifteen  years  amongst  these  interesting  people,  I have 
never  once  witnessed  any  variation  in  this  ceremony , except  on 
one  occasion,  when  a Boer  did  me  the  honor  to  offer  me  the  bowl 
and  towel,  after  he  had  used  them,  and  before  they  were  handed  to 
his  wife.  Not  willing  to  offend  the  prejudices  of  my  hospitable  and 
well-intentioned  entertainer,  I was  obliged  to  pretend  that  once  a 
week  was  often  enough  for  me ; and  I subsequently  repaired  to  a 
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neighbouring  rivulet  and  refreshed  myself  in  a more  thorough  and 
comfortable  manner.  The  next  ceremony  is  that  of 

FAMILY  WORSHIP. — The  Boer  puts  down  his  pipe  and 
reads  a chapter  from  his  great  Dutch  Bible,  and  then  offers  up  a 
simple,  earnest  prayer,  during  which  the  entire  household  kneel. 
These  prayers  are  almost  as  unvarying  as  if  a liturgical  form  were 
adopted.  He  prays  for  his  own  well  being,  temporal  and  spiritual, 
he  thanks  God  for  his  liberty,  prays  for  the  health  of  the  President 
of  the  Republic,  of  his  wife,  of  his  family,  not  forgetting  to  supplicate 
a blessing  upon  his  oxen,  his  horses,  and  everything  that  is  his. 
Though  often  living  at  a great  distance  from  any  place  of  worship, 
yet  on  sacremental  occasions,  at  confirmations  and  such-like,  the 
Boer  will  travel  in  his  wagon  40,  50,  or  even  100  milts.  The 
Groot  Bibel  has  generally  massive  clasps,  is  substantially  bound,  and 
often  illustrated  by  a profusion  of  curious  ancient  plates. 

THE  BOERS  KRAAL. — Family  worship  being  ended  the 
Boer  re-lights  his  pipe,  and  proceeds  to  his  Kraal,  and  here 
commences  the  busines  of  the  day.  The  Boer’s  Kraal  is  a circular 
enclosure  formedby  a wall  about  4 feet  high,  often  built  of  quartz,  with 
a layer  or  two  on  the  top  of  the  sun-dried  dung,  cut  out  of  the 
Kraal,  in  blocks  to  be  used  for  that  purpose.  These  blocks  are 
used  as  fuel.  The  Kraal  has  no  gate.  The  entrance  is  a mere 
opening  for  the  entrance  and  exit  of  the  cattle,  which  is  closed  by 
some  dry  bushes,  these  are  easily  pulled  away,  and  placed  back 
when  the  cattle  or  people  go  in  or  out.  Arrived  at  the  Kraal,  the 
Boer’s  first  duty  is  to  count  the  cattle  as  they  go  out  to  the  allotted 
pasture  land  for  the  day.  This  ceremony  is  performed  with  great 
care,  so  that  the  Boer  may  see  that  the  jackals  have  not  taken  any 
beast  away  during  the  night,  and  that  the  native  servants  have  not 
killed  any  for  their  own  use.  A lump  of  beef  or  mutton  is  handed 
to  each  herdsman  as  he  leaves  for  the  day,  and  he  must  make  a fire 
and  cook  it  as  best  he  can,  in  the  open  Veldt.  Bread  or  potatoes 
are  delicacies  in  which  he  is  not  often  indulged,  but  at  night  he 
will  have  a bowd  of  porridge  w'hen  he  has  ended  his  labors  for  the 
day.  The  herds  are  mostly  children  of  the  native  servants. 

THE  CATTLE. — The  oxen  are  very  much  like  the  Bavarian 
oxen,  and  w’eigh  about  5 to  7 cw’t.  w'hen  killed.  The  sheep 
carcase  w'eighs  about  35  lbs.,  of  which  the  tail  generally  weighs 
4 or  5 lbs.  It  is  very  fat,  but  is  regarded  by  many  as  a great 
delicacy.  The  oxen  sell  at  from  ^3  to  ^^4,  and  sheep  at  from 
18/-  to  22/6.  The  horses  are  of  small  size,  wdth  Arab  blood,  very 
hardy  and  very  fleet.  The  Boer  almost  always  possesses  at  least 
one  waggon  and  a “span”  of  16  oxen.  Of  course,  the  more 
w'ealthy  Boers  possess  elaborate  “tent  waggons,”  and  a larger 
number  of  oxen.  Large  numbers  of  the  Boers  are  mere  graziers. 
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and  do  not  attempt  to  cultivate  the  soil,  except  to  produce 
sufficient  corn  for  their  own  use.  The  Boer  makes  his  own  shoes 
[veldt  schoenen\  and  he  likewise  makes  his  ropes  of  thongs  of  leather 
twisted  together. 


The  Boer  has  no  conception  of  distance  as  measured  in  miles  by 
Europeans.  He  calculates  in  a viery  different  way  by  the  hours 
the  journey  occupies.  When  he  says  that  a place  is  five  hours 
distance  you  may  reckon  it  thirty  miles  as  his  rate  of  progress  on  a 
journey  is  pretty  regularly  six  miles  an  hour.  He  might  as  well 
(being  a persistent  smoker)  adopt  the  plan  of  the  Bulgarians  (I  think 
it  is)  who,  I have  been  informed,  calculate  the  distance  by  the 
number  of  pipes  they  smoke  while  performing  it ; and  say  this 
place  is  four  or  five  pipes  off,  or  that  a place  is  four-and-a-half  pipes 
nearer  than  the  other  place.  Of  course  the  Boer  is  amenable  to 
the  influences  of  civilization,  but  he  comes  into  contact  with  it  at 
rare  intervals  and  for  brief  periods,  and  too  much  must  not  be 
expected  of  him.  The  specimen  we  have  sketched  is  the  ordinary 
Boer  in  the  rural  districts.  Nearer  towns  he  cultivates  fruit  and 
vegetables,  and  otherwise  submits  himself  to  the  influences  of 
improved  surroundings.  He  is  hospitable  to  strangers,  frank  and 
manly  in  his  manners,  a stern  disciplinarian  in  his  household  and  on 
his  farm,  afflicted  with  an  intense  yearning  for  the  possession  of 
land,  and  too  frequently  infected  with  an  intense  distrust  and  dislike 
of  the  Britishers  and  all  that  is  connected  with  them. 


CHAPTER  111. 


THE  KAFFIR. 

THE  KAFFIR’S  KRAAL. — As  the  Boer  deserves  notice 
because  he  is  the  landowner,  so  the  Kaffir  is  worthy  of  attention  as 
affording  one  of  the  chief  sources  of  cheap  and  reliable  labour. 
We  have  already  described  the  Boer’s  Kraal,  which  is  the  place  in 
which  he  keeps  his  cattle.  The  Kraal  of  the  Kaffir  is  his  own 
abode.  It  is  composed  of  an  external  wall  or  fence  v.'hich  may  be 
said  to  include  the  whole  village,  and  within  it  are  smaller  Kraals, 
the  abodes  of  the  various  families.  In  the  centre  is  the  Chief’s 
Kraal,  and  that  again  includes  within  its  enclosure  separate  huts 
for  each  of  his  wives.  As  the  women  do  the  work  —to  possess  a 
number  of  wives  is  to  be  wealthy  in  proportion  to  their  number. 
The  first  wife  directs  the;,  labours  of  the  rest,  whether  milking  the 
cows  in  the  cattle  kraal  or  building  wall  or  huts,  while  the  Kaffir 
smokes  his  pipe  or  makes  a kaross,  or  cloak,  for  himself  out  of  the 
skins  of  beasts,  sometimes  a leopard  skin  decorates  the  chief’s 
breast,  and  no  one  else  in  the  tribe  may  wear  that  particular 
animal  skin.  The  Kaffir  has  great  love  for  his  cattle,  and 
a very  surprising  command  over  them.  He  will  mount  a horse 
when  the  cattle  are  liberated  from  the  kraal  in  the  morning, 
and  they  will  hear  his  shrill  whistle  and  scamper  after  him 
over  hill  and  dale  to  the  pasture  appointed  for  the  day.  He  makes 
one  good  meal  a day  off  curdled  milk  and  a little  corn,  and  on 
this  simple  diet,  he  performs  prodigies  of  exhausting  labour  and 
maintains  very  robust  health.  He  will  eat  the  flesh  of  the  ox, 
either  raw  or  cooked,  but  he  will  not  eat  fish,  and  pork  is  an 
abomination  to  him.  Even  the  women  and  children  will  walk 
thirty  or  forty  miles  a day  without  difficulty,  and  the  men  will 
accomplish  even  greater  distances.  At  night  they  bivouac  in  the 
bush,  one  keeping  watch  and  feeding  the  fire,  and  next  day  con- 
tinue the  journey  as  before.  Not  only  are  the  pedestrian  powers 
of  the  men  very  remarkable,  but  their  general  powers  of  endurance 
make  them  particularly  valuable  for  all  kinds  of  unskilled  labour. 
But  many  of  the  more  thrifty  of  them  have  now  horses  and 
waggons  of  their  own,  and  in  fact  they  are  yielding  to  the  influence 
of  civilization  in  all  respects,  in  some  of  its  resources  they  find 
a disadvantage,  as,  for  instance,  in  the  use  of  intoxicants  they  some 
times  display  the  same  vigour  and  recklessness  which  they  exhibit 
in  other  res])ects,  and  with  results  which  can  easily  be  imagined. 
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I'he  physical  conformation  of  the  body  is  fine  ; 
ordinarily  stand  about  five  feet  ten  inches  to  six  feet  high,  slenderly 
built,  bu^  compact  and  wiry.  Their  diet  being  very  simple,  they 
seldom  acquire  the  robust  form  of  the  lethargic  Dutchman  or  the 
high-living  Englishman.  The  physique  is  intelligent  and  well 
defined.  The  lips  and  the  nose  are  indeed  too  broad,  according  to 
our  ideas,  to  be  beautiful.  Not  unfrequently  the  head  is  well 
developed,  displaying  considerable  power ; and  amongst  the  men 
the  numerous  ways  in  which  they  are  called  to  engage  in  if^tellec- 
tual  gladiatorship,  impart  an  intelligence  and  expressiveness  to  the 
whole  contour  which  are  far  removed  from  the  low  savage  or  the 
sordid  barbarian.  'I'he  body  being  naked  they  early  become 
inured  to  all  the  varieties  of  the  season,  bidding  defiance  alike  to 
the  burning  rays  of  the  sun.  or  the  fierce  cutting  of  the  blast. 


The  female  frame,  before  marriage,  is  remarkably  well 
developed,  full  of  symmetry  and  strength  affording  very  fine 
specimens  of  the  compactness  and  power  of  the  human  body.  I he 
body  is  not  distorted  and  almost  deformed  by  the  use  of  artificial 
means.  'I'he  young  women,  before  marriage,  in  their  native  state, 
seldom  wearing  any  clothing  beyond  a few  slender  ornaments, 
the  body  is  allowed  to  develop  in  a natural  way.  Being  ear  y 
accustomed  to  labour  in  the  open  air  and  to  eat  very  simple 
food,  great  strength  is  attained  and  the  body  is  able  to  bear 
the  heaviest  burdens.  In  the  absence  of  stays  and  other  artificial 
appendages,  the  spinal  column  lies  deeply  inbedded  between  two 
lobes  of  powerful  muscle,  and  the  joints  and  bony  structure  are 
fixed  and  firm,  and  knit  together  in  the  most  perfect  manner. 

SMEL'l'ING  AND  FORGING.— 'I'he  Kaffirs  have  handed 
down  from  generation  to  generation  a rude  process  of  smelting  and 
forging  in  order  to  produce  ornaments  or  weapons  of  defence. 
They  work  chiefly  in  iron  or  brass.  'I'heir  furnace  is  a large  sand- 
stone with  a deep  hole  scooped  out  (says  the  Rev.  Mr.  Holden) 
either  by  nature  or  art,  and  of  such  a character  as  to  be  proof 
against  the  most  intense  heat ; with  moulds  or  pipes  inserted  in 
different  directions,  into  which  the  metal  may  flow,  as  the  smelting 
process  goes  on.  A large  quantity  of  charcoal,  prepared  for  the 
purpose,  is  placed  amongst  the  ore  and  beneath  it ; when  the  whole 
is  arranged  a covering  is  provided,  in  order  to  condense  the  heat 
and  prevent  any  escaping.  Into  this  furnace  the  small  end  of  an 
ox’s  or  eland’s  horn  is  inserted,  the  larger  end  projecting  out  to 
receive  the  small  end  of  two  other  horns,  each  of  which  comes  from 
one  of  the  skin  bellows  and  is  carefully  secured  at  both  ends,  so  as 
to  prevent  the  air  from  escaping.  'I'he  bellows  are  made  of  two 
gout  or  buck  skins,  with  valves  and  handles  on  the  top.  Each  of 
these  bellows  is  worked  alternately  by  a man,  the  one  in  the  right 
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hand  is  just  pressed  down  and  the  air  exhausted,  the  one  in  the  left 
hand  is  drawn  up  and  inflated,  being  ready  to  press  down  again 
as  the  opposite  one  is  drawn  up ; and  thus  a constant  stream  of  air 
is,  by  this  simple  process,  poured  into  the  furnace  upon  the  burning 
charcoal,  which  soon  becomes  so  intensely  hot  as  to  melt  the  ore, 
and  cause  the  metal  to  flow  into  the  moulds  prepared  for  it,  leaving 
a large  proportion  of  the  dross  in  the  furnace ; and  as  soon  as  the 
iron  thus  obtained  acquires  a consistent  substance,  the  smith  takes 
it  out  with  his  rude  tongs,  and  works  it  into  those  forms  which  he 
desires. 

The  anvil  on  which  he  works  is  a large  hard  stone,  or  boulder, 
of  such  shape  and  dimensions  as  his  wants  require.  The  hammer 
is  ordinarily  one  of  iron,  of  a very  rough  make ; but  stones  also 
are  used  for  this  purpose. 

Brass  is  in  extensive  use  amongst  them  for  purposes  of  rude 
ornamentation.  The  workers  in  metal  are  a secret  craft  and  their 
secrets,  however  few  and  small  they  may  be,  are  treasured  carefully 
and  handed  down  from  sire  to  son.  But  the  incursions  of  European 
craftsmen  of  course  supplant  all  these  traditional  usages,  and  their 
picks,  hoes,  and  assegais  can  now  be  produced,  by  European 
processes,  at  a purely  nominal  cost  as  compared  with  the  tedious 
operations  of  the  native  artificers. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


THE  WATERBERG  DISTRICT. 

THE  WATERBERG. — This  is  one  of  the  most  intere^mg 
portions  of  the  Transvaal,  and  its  chief  town  is  Nylstroom.  This 
is  a very  pretty  little  place,  situated  on  the  river  from  which  it  takes 

its  name^  On  the  East  is  the  Zoutspansberg  and  Leydenberg 

district,  and  on  the  other  side  is  Bechuanaland,  British  Territory 
The  Stroom  runs  through  the  gold  bearing  districts  and  flows  into  t 
Crocodile  River.  The  whole  of  this  district  is  richly  auriferous 
The  gold  belt  running  through  the  Waterberg,  commences  in  the 
auriferous  range  of  the  Blaauwberg  Hills,  takes  a Sou^^Vester  y 
direction,  crossing  the  Magalaqum,  the  great  Palala,  the  Milk  a d 
the  Sand  Rivers,  and  terminates  at  the  Malakele  Mountains.  The 
South-East  slopes  of  these  mountains  are  ”ch  in  copper  and  iron. 
The  Northern  part  of  the  belt  is  bounded  by  the  Magalaqum  River 
on  the  West,  and  the  Sand  River  on  the  East,  while  the  Southern 
part  of  the  gold  belt  is  bounded  by  the  Malakele  Mountains  on  the 
West,  and  the  Nylstroom  and  the  Magalaqum  River  on  the  East. 
From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  upper  part  of  the  Nylstroom  River, 
called  the  Magalaquin,  bounds  the  gold  belt  on  the  West  ^vhlle 
the  lower  part  of  the  same  river  bounds  the  belt  on  the  East, 
that  from  the  Blaauwberg  Hills,  the  Magalaquin  and  Nylstroom 
River  runs  S.E.,  while  the  Waterberg  gold  belt  from  the  Blaauwberg 

Hills  runs  in  a S.W.  direction. 

GOLD  EVERYWHERE.— There  are  innumerable  farms  in 
the  Waterberg  district  rich  in  gold  ore,  but  the  Boer  will  not  allow 
anv  prospecting  if  he  can  prevent  it.  Should  he  discover  any  traces 
of  gdd  u%n  h!s  farm,  he  keeps  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  to  him- 
self. But  independently  of  the  gold,  these  farms  are  rich  m other 
minerals,  more  especially  copper,  cobalt,  silver  and  lead.  I 'was 
once  up  at  the  Lulu  Mountains,  where  I even  found  quicksilver. 
It  was  dripping  slowly  from  a cleft  in  the  rock ! Salt  and  saltpetre 
pans,  and  hot  mineral  springs  abound  throughout  this  region. 

Mr.  Rickard,’  Mining  Engineer,  says  “ The  Zoutspanberg 
and  Blaauwberg  Mountains  to  which  we  have  referred, 
the  northern  part  of  the  country  near  the  Limpopo  River 
and  have  an  altitude  of  about  4,0°°  feet.  The  Hanghp 
Mountains,  and  the  Waterberg  and  Mahkele  Mountains  cross  the 
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middle  districts,  and  more  to  the  South  is  the  Magaliesberg  range, 
with  an  elevation  at  some  points  of  5,000  feet.  On  the  slopes  of 
these  hills  is  raised  the  finest  tobacco  known  in  the  country. 

EESTERLING. — on  the  way  to  the  Blaauwberg  hills  is  one 
of  the  best  watered  farms  I came  across  in  this  district.  It  has  the 
advantage  also  of  being  well  covered  with  timber.  It  is  situated 
on  a commanding  height,  overlooking  a very  picturesque  and  very 
fertile  valley. 

THE  OLIPHAN'l'  AND  LAPALULU  RIVER  — On  this 
river  is  the  chief  Zebidile's  Kraal  peopled  by  a tribe  of  natives  who 
appeared  to  me  to  be  in  a very  flourishing  condition.  It  took  me 
a whole  day  to  ride  through  their  mealie  gardens.”  Every  native 
in  the  Waterberg  district  has  his  own  “ mealie  plot,”  but  how  each 
native  can  distinguish  his  own  plot  from  anothers,  or  by  what  means 
the  boundaries  are  ascertained  and  maintained,  was  more  than  I was 
able  to  find  out.  Only  one  part  of  it  was  fenced  off  with  dry  bushes 
and  that  was  the  wagon  road  which  led  through  it.  These  “ mealie 
gardens  ” extended  for  miles  on  each  side  of  the  kraal.  Goats  milk 
and  Indian  Corn  meal  afford  these  Kaffirs  their  chief  means  of 
subsistence.  I'heir  cattle  are  very  small.  The  oxen  never  weigh 
more  than  350  lbs.  when  killed. 

THE  CLIMATE. — The  temperature  of  the  Transvaal  is  by 
no  means  what  might  be  expected  from  its  mere  latitude  and 
longitude,  since  most  of  it  is  table  land  at  an  elevation  of  between 
2,000  and  3,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  while  I have  the 
authority  of  Mr.  Rickard  above  quoted,  for  the  statement  I have 
already  made,  that  some  of  the  hills  rise  to  5,000,  and  in  some  peaks 
to  7,500  feet,  so  that  the  temperature  is  mild  over  two  thirds  of  its 
area.  Ihe  proximity  of  the  (ireat  Kalahari  desert  increases  the 
dryness  and  therefore  the  healthfulness  of  the  atmosphere. 
Amongst  the  causes  which  have  retarded  the  development  of  the 
Waterberg  district  was  the  jjrevalence  of  the  Tzetse  fly,  of  whose 
depredations  travellers  have  frequently  given  the  public  interesting 
accounts.  But  as  the  larger  beasts  of  prey  have  disappeared  before 
the  advancing  civilization,  so  this  dread  tormentor  (and  in  fact 
destroyer)  of  domestic  animals  has  disappeared  from  the  district, 
and  retired  further  into  the  interior  towards  the  Zambesi.  In 
1871-2  when  “Eesterling”  and  the  “Grange”  were  “rushed” 
for  Gold,  many  deaths  took  place  from  fever,  and  a number  of  cattle 
were  destroyed  by  the  Tzeste.  But  the  district  is  now  more 
comfortable,  owing  to  the  disappearance  of  the  dreaded  enemy  of 
man  and  beast,  and  as  the  district  is  cleared,  the  fever  also 
goes  way. 
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Not  only  has  the  country  been  freed  from  annoyance  of 
this  kind,  but  it  has  become  more  comfortable  and  more  healthy. 
The  scenery  is  most  picturesque,  and  I have  often  heard  enthusiastic 
Scotchmen  declare  that  the  grandeur  of  the  hills  and  the  fertility 
of  the  Valleys  about  the  Blaauwberg  district  reminded  them  of  the 
land  of  the  mountain  and  the  flood  ” which  gave  them  birth.  The 
valleys  are  rich  with  grain,  and  abound  in  flocks  and  herds,  while 
the  gold  bearing  mountain  ranges  will  before  long  attract  tens  of 
thousands  of  adventurous  spirits  from  every  quarter  of  the  habitable 
globe. 

ROAD  rO  INTERIOR. — From  the  German  Missionary 
Station  on  the  Blaauwberg  Hills  there  is  a road  into  the  Interior, 
proceeding  almost  due  North,  which  crosses  the  Crocodile  or 
Limpopo  River  and  leads  right  to  the  'I'atti  Gold  Fields. 


LABOUR. — Of  course  the  question  of  the  cheapness  and 
availability  of  labour  is  one  which  vitally  affects  any  industrial 
undertaking.  In  this  respect  the  \\'aterberg  district  is  singularly 
fortunate,  for  it  is  through  that  district  that  bands  of  natives  pass 
from  the  far  interior  en  route  for  the  Kimberley  Mines,  at  which 
10,000  of  them  find  continuous  employment  all  the  year  round. 
They  do  not  remain  there  for  any  very  lengthened  period ; but, 
having  accumulated  a little  money,  they  go  back  to  their  tribe  and 
resume  their  ordinary  avocations  in  the  Kraal,  which  are  more  to 
their  taste  than  the  labours  of  the  gold  digger  The  powers  of 
endurance  they  exhibit  are  very  remarkable  They  travel  in  some 
cases  many  hundreds  of  miles,  and  support  themselves  literally 
en  route  on  roots.  When  they  arrive  at  Kimberley  they  are  often 
reduced  to  the  last  extremity  and  their  exhaustion  proves  fatal 
every  now  and  then.  In  most  cases  they  are  all  right  after  being 
fed  and  attended  to  for  a few  days.  Thousands  of  these  young 
men  pass  through  the  Waterberg  District,  and  it  would  not  be 
difficult  to  retain  them  for  mining  labours  instead  of  going  on  some 
three  to  four  hundred  miles  further  to  Kimberlev. 


HOW  I'HE  LAND  IS  DIVIDED.  -In  the  'fransvaal, 
as  we  have  said,  the  Boer  is  the  principal  landowner.  There  are 
12,325  farms,  and  of  these  the  government  hold  1,840,  which  leaves 
10,485  in  the  occupation  of  the  inhabitants.  It  appears  that  5,242 
are  held  by  European  Capitalists,  either  residing  in  the  Colony  or 
in  England. 


CHEAP  AND  EASY  TRANSFER  OF  LAND.  The  Boers 
who  are,  as  we  have  said,  the  landowners  are  also  the  lawmakers 
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and  therefore  the  laws  are  favorable  to  the  landed  interest.  No- 
where is  the  sale  and  transfer  of  land  effected  w'ith  so  much  ease 
and  economy.  The  tenure  is  freehold,  and  the  titles  are  registered. 
There  are  only  tw'O  official  documents,  a declaration  of  sale,  and  a 
Power  of  Attorney,  of  which  copies  will  be  found  in  the  appendix. 


The  first  form  describes  the  situation  and  extent  of  the 
property,  its  position  on  the  Registry  at  Pretoria,  the  amount  of  the 
purchase  money.  Ihis  declaration  is  called  .Kopbrief.  The 
declaration  states  that  A (the  Vendor)  is  the  registered  owner  of 
the  land,  that  he  has  not  sold  it  or  any  portion  of  it  to  any  other 
person,  that  he  sells  it  to  B for  the  amount  named,  and  that  he  has 
received  no  further  sum  for  it  than  the  amount  so  mentioned. 
There  is  no  government  stamp  or  any  of  these  forms ; and  after 
paying  a government  tax  of  four  per  cent  on  the  selling  price  the 
other  fees  amount  to  less  than  a note.  Of  course  it  is  possible 
that  the  Vendor  does  not  always  declare  the  exact  amount  received 
but  to  save  (or  evade)  a portion  of  the  duty  he  may  declare  a lower 
sum,  with  the  connivance  of  the  purchaser.  Some  of  the  farms 
wffiich,  shortly  after  they  were  granted  to  the  Buyers  were  sold  by 
thciTi  for  a few  pounds,  have  since  the  gold  discoveries  exchanged 
hands  at  as  much  as  j£’jo,ooo  for  the  6,000  acres. 

'I'he  power  of  attorney  to  transfer  rec^uires  two  witnesses  and 
the  declaration  a single  witness. 


WILL  GOLD  MINING  PROSPER.— With  labour  cheap 
and  abundant,  the  sale  and  transfer  of  land  simple  and  inex- 
pensive, w’ith  a fine  climate  and  a fertile  soil,  the  landowner  enjoys 
his  6,000  acre  farm  at  a tax  of  30/-  a year  for  the  whole  6,000  aerp; 
and  can  sell  it  at  a cost  of  4 per  cent,  government  tax  on  the  price 
received  for  it.  For  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  an  extra 
a year  per  farm  to  supply  the  cost  of  constructing  Railways  ; and 
this  tax  will  last  for  a few  years  longer  till  the  Railway  from  Dela- 
goa  Bay  to  Pretoria  has  been  completed  and  then  it  will  cease. 


Here  then  is  a freehold  with  very  exceptional  facilities  for  its 
acquisition,  tenure,  sale  or  transfer,  with  a soil  so  fertile  that  it 
produces  tobacco  of  fine  quality,  and  all  the  ordinary  fruits  and  vege- 
tables, while  its  wheat  took  the  first  prize  at  the  Paris  and  Vienna 
Exhibitions.  Along  the  Palala  River  the  farms  are  specially  valu- 
able as  they  are  so  well  watered. 

It  is  contemplated  to  construct  a Railway  from  Kimberley 
to  Nylstroom,  the  Capital  of  the  Waterberg  District,  which  will  thus 
be  placed  in  direct  communication  with  Cape  Town.  The  passen- 
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ger  having  disembarked  from  his  steamer  at  Cape  Town  will  proceed 
by  Pulman  Car,  without  breaking  the  journey,  to  the  centre  of  this 
region,  which  is  destined  to  become  one  of  the  most  attractive  Gold 
Fields  the  world  has  ever  known.  At  present  there  is  a weekly 
Mail  Coach  from  Nylstroom  to  Kimberley. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


GEOLOGICAL  CHARACTER  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

Investigations  conducted  by  Mr.  Baines  lead  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  whole  territory  is  a fresh  water  formation,  there  being 
nothing  in  the  different  species  of  shells,  plants,  and  other  organic 
remains  which  have  been  discovered  that  indicate  a marine  origin. 
The  lower  Silurian  deposits,  resting  on  beds  of  granite  or  clayslate, 
prevail  extensively.  In  these  deposits  numerous  fossil  remains 
have  been  found,  and  sent  to  hmgland.  Coal  andiron,  the  existence 
of  which  was  predicted  half  a century  ago,  have  also  been  discovered. 
But  a number  of  circumstances  have  combined  to  check  the 
development  of  the  mining  industry. 

I'HE  BOER  NO  r WILLING  TO  SELL. — ^'I'he  Boer,  as 
I have  said,  is  a Grazier  and  nothing  more.  The  value  of  the  land 
for  the  purpose  of  C eding  cattle,  he  thoroughly  understands.  But 
whatever  may  be  his  grasping  cupidity  to  add  additional  acres  to 
his  territory,  he  seems  incapable  of  appreciating  the  commercial 
value  added  to  the  land  \vhen  gold  is  discovered  upon  any  portion 
of  it.  He  is  very  conservative  in  his  tastes  and  habits.  He  does 
not  want  the  bother  and  anxiety  of  seeking  a new  farm.  He  does 
not,  perhaps,  even  take  the  trouble  to  reason  out  the  profit  he 
might  make  by  the  sale  of  a gold  producing  farm.  He  is  com- 
fortable and  free  from  anxiety  as  he  is,  and  really  does  not  want  to 
sell.  He  does  not  discuss  whether  the  price  he  might  get  would 
make  it  worth  his  w'hile  to  sell,  or  worth  his  while  to  take  the  trouble 
of  choosing  another  farm,  and  moving  his  family,  his  cattle,  and 
his  household  goods  thereto. 

In  prospecting  on  the  Great  Palala  River,  on  my  way  to 
Nylstroon,  I passed  a farm  called  “ Elsiekraal.”  The  adjoining 
farm  was  occupied  by  a farmer  called  Bazedenhuit.  I told  him 
that  I had  discovered  gold  on  the  land,  but  he  most  earnestly 
entreated  me  to  keep  the  fact  a secret,  though  I assured  him  that 
the  precious  metal  was  there  in  quantities  which  would  pay  for 
the  working.  “Pray  do  not  tell  anybody,”  he  said,  “for  the 
English  would  flock  here  in  crowds,  and  cut  up  my  land  so  that 
there  would  be  no  grass  for  my  cattle.” 

It  seemed  very  curious  that  he  could  not  see  how  soon  the 
farm  and  the  cattle  would  be  ]iaid  for  by  even  a moderate  return 
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of  gold.  'I'he  extremely  elementary  knowledge  ot  the  subject  and 
the  power  of  his  prejudices  would  prevent  the  Boer  from  making 
any  discover)-  himself,  or  permitting  anyone  else,  where  he  cou 
possibly  do  so,  from  making  such  a discovery,  or  taking  adv^mage 
of  it  when  made,  d'hey  want  to  leave  their  farms  to  their  children 
as  their  fathers  left  the  land  to  them,  and  in  fact  they 
land  rather  than  less,  as  their  increasing  families  present  a large 

number  to  be  provided  for. 


GEOLOGICAL  INVES^riGA'llON.— From  the  indications 
already  given,  it  will  be  perceived  that  there  seems  "^  quarter 
of  the  Globe  in  which  the  patient  researches  of  the  reall) 
competent  Geologist  would  so  well  repay  any  outlay  of  time  and 
money  which  they  might  involve.  A great  deal  has  already  been 
done  in  this  way,  and  with  the  most  satisfactory  results.  Ihe 
practical  end  to  be  attained  is  to  ascertain  ivhere  the  gold  is,  ana 
the  question  as  to  how  it  got  there  may  be  convenicntl)- postponed, 
till  the  Geological  philosophers  have  made  up  their  minds  why  these 
silicious  stratified  rocks  arc  found  here,  in  a horizontal,  and  there  m 
an  almost  perpendicular  position.  The  origin  of  gold  seems  to  have 
been  coincident  with  these  traversing,  disrupting,  and  intrusive 
phenomena.  It  may  be  true  that  the  elevation  of  the  Great  Centra 
plateau  took  place  in  antediluvian  times,  and  that  abundant  coal 
exists,  which  will  be  the  means  of  transforming  the  region  into  one  ot 
the  great  centres  of  commerce  and  civilization. 
result  from  successful  gold  mining  on  a large  scale,  which  has  been 
confidently  prediicted  from  the  similarity,  from  a geological  point  ot 
view,  which  has  been  observed  between  these  Transvaal  gold 
producing  districts,  and  the  gold  producing  regions  m other  parts  ot 
the  Globe;  and  though  the  <iuiet  predictions  and  discoveries  ot 
science  may  be  less  romantic,  perhaps  than  fairy  tales  of  King 
Solomon’s  mines,  and  the  traditional  peregrinations  of  the  Israelites 
and  the  Queen  of  Sheba,  it  is  not  making  any  exceptional  demand 
upon  the  imagination  to  conceive  of  the  Transvaal  transformed 
as  is  now  predicted  by  the  gold  seekers,  that  it  will  be,  as  was  done 
in  California  and  Australia. 


'I'he  existence  of  gold  in  this  region  has  been  declared,  and 
its  discovery  predicted  from  age  to  age.  These  declarations  and 
predictions  are  now  on  the  point  of  practical  realization,  and 
therefore  I have  been  encouraged  to  issue  this  little  book,  because 
every  contribution  to  the  common  stock  of  information  may  be 
certain  of  a welcome  at  the  hands  of  the  masses  who  take  an  interest 
in  the  progress  of  the  human  race,  in  regions  beyond  the  narrow 
limits  of  the  little  world  in  which  they  jiersonally  live,  and  move 

.and  have  their  being. 
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It  is  strange  that  ihe  ignorant  prejucices  and  powerful  opposition 
of  the  native  races  have  delayed  the  developement  of  this  gold 
field  so  long,  since  Baines,  (whose  admirable  work  on  South  Africa 
is  w’idely  knoAvn),  received  from  the  natives  ingots  of  gold,  and 
rings  and  other  ornaments  made  by  them  in  that  metal,  in  exchange 
for  calico  so  far  back  as  1868,  and  in  1850  he  had  ‘‘heard of  gold 
if  he  had  not  seen  it  at  Potchefstroom,  brought  by  Kaffirs  from 
beyond  the  Zoutpansberg.  Holes  described  by  Baines,  as  ten  or 
a dozen  feet  deep  and  extending  over  about  a mile  inlength,  indicating 
gold  operations  in  a remote  antiquity,  were  found  in  1865  in  the 
Matabelle  country ; and  on  assay  three  out  of  six  samples  yielded 
three  ounces  to  the  ton, 

THE  ALLUVIAL  DEPOSITS  which  contain  gold,  are 
very  extensive,  and  in  some  cases  the  entire  surface  of  the  land 
contains  sufficient  gold  to  pay  for  extraction  by  the  various  processes 
applicable  in  such  cases.  The  quartz  reels  are  very  rich,  and  are 
many  miles  in  extent,  varying  in  richness  from  five  ozs.  to  two 
hundred  ozs.  per  ton. 

all  THAI  IS  WANTED  is  suitable  machinery  and 
cheap  labour,  directed  by  persons  wKo  have  a competent  knowledge 
of  the  subject,  and  experience  in  the  practical  aspects  of  it,  as  well 
in  washing  the  alluvial,  as  in  crushing  the  quartz,  or  adapting  the 
means  at  their  disposal  to  the  ever  varying  conditions  under  w^hich 
the  gold  is  to  be  procured-  This  industry,  to  be  remunerative  to 
the  shareholders,  must  be  conducted  by  men  who  are  not  merely 
competent,  but  honest ; w^ho  w'ill  have  reasonable  regard  to  the 
actual  developement  of  the  undertaking,  instead  of  merely  operating 
for  cash  dowm  and  shares  that  may  speedily  be  converted  into  cash, 
and  then  leave  the  undertaking  to  take  care  of  itself!  The  capital 
must  be  not  merely  enough  to  pay  the  promoters  and  the  vendoPs 
but  to  develop  some  well  matured  plan  for  the  profitable  wwking 
of  the  property.  Without  at  all  depreciating  the  value  of  increased 
railway  facilities,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  gold  is  less 
dependent  upon  that  method  of  transmission  than  the  baser  metals, 
and  many  other  articles.  But  the  Transvaal  coal  is  described  as 
not  far  inferior  to  the  Welsh,  and  therefore  the  advent  of  railw^ays 
and  the  consequent  development  of  the  district,  is  only  a question 
of  lime,  and  that  time  wull  be  materially  shortened  so  soon  as  the 
practical  and  scientific  application  of  adequate  capital  shall  develop 
the  production  of  gold  at  a remunerative  return  upon  the  outlay. 
Nothing  succeeds  like  success,  and  the  success  of  the  gold  mines 
, would  aid  the  railw^ays,  and  vice  versa.  The  Boers,  too,  will 

^ gradually  discover  the  immense  advantages  they  will  gain  by  the 

’•  introduction  of  British  Capital,  scientific  know^ledge,  commercial 

I principles,  and  integrity  of  management. 
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CONCLUSION. — With  a careful  adaptation  of  the  appliances 
to  the  general  conditions  of  the  locality  selected  for  the  develop- 
ment ; with  a liberal  and  yet  prudential  outlay  ; w^ith  economical 
management,  and  reasonable  payments  to  vendors ; with  industry 
and  intelligence  at  the  mine,  and  prudence  and  integrity  in  the 
management,  many  thousands  may  literally  sit  under  their  own 
vine  and  fig  tree  in  the  Transvaal,  and,  while  enjoying  all  the 
fruits  of  the  earth  in  profusion,  secure  sufficient  quantities  of  the 
precious  metals  to  afford  such  a return  upon  the  capital  invested 
as  to  satisfy  the  most  anxious. 
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SELLERS  DECLARATLON, 


I the  loidersigTied B,B hereby  declare  that  the  stem  of 

Is  the  ftdU  and  entire  pterchase  amount  I have 

received  from A. A,  . ,,for  certain  farm 

in  the  district  of  JFaterberg,  and  I further  declare  that  I sold  the 

said  farm to  the  said A,  A on  the 

and  not  before,  and  further  that is  the  only  person 

I sold  it  to. 

All  this  I solemnly  declare  without  any  reservation  whatever. 


JVitness — A,B, 
C,D. 


B.B, 


1 


!H. 


I ‘ 

'I  • 
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BUYERS  DECLARATION, 

I the  undersigned A,  A hereby  declar-e  that  the  sum  of 

— is  the  full  and  entire  purchase  amount  which  I 

have  paid  to B,B for  certain  farm  called 

No District,  JVaterberg,  and  I further  declare  that  I bought  the 

said  farm .fi'om  the  said B,B on  the .. 

and  not  earlier,  and  further  that is  the  only  person 

that  I have  bought  the  property  from. 

All  this  I solemnly  declare  without  any  reservation  whatever. 


\ 


II 


Witness — C.C. 

D.D. 


A. A. 


PRESS  OPINIONS. 

[Spkci.ai.  Cokrkspondent  ok  the  ‘‘Gr.ASGow  Herald.”] 


“ I have  not  the  space  to  enter  into  gold-mining  matters  in  the 
1 ransvaal  further  than  to  say  that  public  confidence  in  the  fields 
is  increasing,  and  that  shares  in  most  of  the  Companies  recently 
formed  are  still  in  great  demand  and  at  high  premiums.  I hear  that 
an  eminent  engineer  has  been  sent  out  to  examine  and  report  upon 
the  farms  that  have  recently  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Central 
Transvaal  Mining  Company  just  floated  in  London.  I am  certain 
that  if  his  report  is  good,  fur  the  Waterberg  District,  where  the  farms 
are,  is  just  in  the  line  of  the  gold-bearing  territories,  English  specu- 
lators who  invest  in  this  property  will  reap  a golden  harvest  in  a 
very  short  time.--i8M  October,  i886. 


*’  As  yet  the  only  two  gold-fields  ot  anv  note  in  the  'IVansvaal 
are  those  at  De  Kaap  and  at  VVitwatersrandt,  although  gold  has 
been  discovered  and  wrought  at  other  places,  such  as  Lichtenberg 
and  in  the  Waterberg  District,  near  the  old  gold-fields  of  Eersteling, 
where,  I believe,  two  farms  have  already  been  floated  into  a 
Company  in  England,  called  the  Central  Transvaal  Mining 
Company,  1 he  prospects  of  this  latter  Company  are  said  by  those 
who  know  to  be  highly  encouraging ; and  it  is  well  for  the  English 
public  that  they  have  had  a chance  of  investing  in  such  properties, 
as  nearly  all  the  Companies  are  floated  either  at  Barberton  or  in 
Kimberley,  and  are  subscribed  for  three  times  over,  the  shares  being 
offered  at  a premium  before  they  are  allotted,  so  confident  is  every 
one  of  the  richness  of  the  fields.”— 5;^/^  November,  1886. 


The  Times”  of  September  23rd,  1886,  in  a leading  article 
upon  the  new  gold  fields  of  South  Africa,  says: — “The  gold  is 
found  in  auriferous  quartz,  reefs,  and  lodes,  extending  over  a con- 
siderable area,  and  yielding  as  rich  returns  of  the  precious  metal 
as  have  been  found  in  any  part  of  the  world.  There  seems  no 
doubt  that  the  gold  fields  contain  auriferous  deposits  of  such 
extraordinary  richness,  and  its  development  cannot  fail  to  react 
with  signal  effect  on  the  social  and  economical  condition  of  South 
Africa.  The  kind  of  gold  mining  requisite  requires  capital, 
organization,  and  intelligence  ; but  the  yield  is  so  extraordinary 
rich  that  these  requirements  are  easily  and  rapidly  satisfied.  Yields 
of  8 oz.  to  the  ton  are  not  uncommon,  and  the  produce  of  several 
workings  varies  from  10  dwts.  to  as  much  as  10  oz.  per  ton.  The 
significance  of  these  remarkable  figures  can  only  be  fully  appreciated 
by  a comparison  with  the  yield  of  other  gold  fields.” 
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In  Siberia  the  yield  of  washings  ranges  from  12  to  36  grains 
per  ton,  while  even  in  the  lodes  which  are  more  difficult  and  costly 
to  work,  the  average  proportion  is  not  more  than  8 dwt.  to  the  ton. 
In  the  alluvial  deposits  of  California  the  average  yield  is  about  1 2 
grains,  and  in  similar  deposits  in  Australia  it  amounts  to  about 
25  grains.  But  a still  more  magnificent  comparison  is  afforded  by 
the  yield  of  auriferous  quartz  in  Victoria.  Gold-washing  can  hardly 
be  compared  directly  with  gold-crushing,  as  the  latter  process  is  by 
far  the  most  costly  of  the  two.  But  in  ^dctoria,  it  is  found  that 
quartz,  which  requires  crushing,  yields  on  an  average  2 dwt.  21 
grains  per  ton,  though,  of  course,  in  exceptional  cases  the  yield  is 
often  considerably  higher.  As  a general  rule,  it  may  be  said  that 
it  is  remunerative  to  subject  auriferous  quartz  to  the  crushing 
process  if  it  contains  as  much  as  5 dwts.  of  free  gold  per  ton — 
that  is,  of  geld  not  associated  with  pyrites.  When  it  is  associated 
with  the  less  tractable  forms  of  pyrites,  a yield  of  from  i g to  3 
ounces  is  necessary  to  render  the  process  of  crushing  profitable. 
Our  correspondent  does  not  mention  the  presence  of  pyrites  in  the 
De  Kaap  deposits,  but  it  is  evident  that  even  if  it  were  present  in 
its  least  tractable  form — that  of  arsenical  pyrites— there  would  still 
be  a large  margin  of  profit  in  ores  which  seem  to  be  capable  of 
yielding  in  large  quantities  from  4 to  6,  8,  and  even  10  ounces  of 
gold  per  ton.  Victoria  has  made  its  fortune  out  of  gold  deposits, 
which  yield  on  an  average  less  than  half-an-ounce  per  ton.  The 
poorest  yield  of  the  De  Kaap  gold  field  seems  to  be  equal  to  the 
average  of  Victoria,  while  its  average  yield  may  be  taken,  on  the 
most  moderate  computation,  as  at  least  five  times  as  great. 


It  seems,  moreover,  that  the  discovery  of  auriferous  deposits 
of  great  wealth  in  South  Africa  is  not  confined  to  the  De  Kaap 
district.  Another  gold  field  has  been  found  and  opened  in 
the  heart  of  the  Transvaal,  about  35  miles  from  Pretoria,  and 
its  yield  is  about  i ounce  to  ounces  per  ton,  an  amount  which 
it  is  thought  may  be  increased  by  the  use  of  improved  crushing 
machinery.  On  the  whole,  if  the  new  goldfields  prove,  on  further 
exeperience,  to  be  capable  of  permanently  maintaining  their 
present  yield,  or  anything  like  it,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  a new 
day  of  prosperity  will  soon  begin  to  dawn  for  South  Africa.  We 
know  what  gold  has  done  for  California  and  Australia  ; there  is  no 
reason  why  it  should  not  produce  the  same  effects  in  South  Africa. 

If  the  proportion  of  gold  per  ton  ot  ore  is  taken  as  the  standard 
of  comparison,  it  is  already  ahead  of  the  richest  gold  producing 
countries  of  the  world.  If,  as  the  workings  are  developed,  it  can 
only  maintain  the  supply  at  the  same  high  average,  it  will  soon.be 
recognized  as  the  veritable  El-Dorado. 


The  ^'■Mining  Record”  have  a report  before  us 

now  from  a competent  geologist  and  assayist,  to  the-  effect  that  a 
promiscuous  test  gave  a result  of  from  6 to  7 ounces  per  ton,  and 
we  feel  it  our  bounden  duty  to  assert  that  far  richer  results  may  be 
obtained  from  a thorough  working  of  this  truly  rich  reef,  and  that 
time,  with  aid  of  the  present  improved  machinery  for  quartz 
crushing,  will  bring  to  light  and  develop  a gold  bearing  country 
that  will  outlive  and  vie  with  the  great  diamond  mining  industrv  of 
South  Africa.” 

The  '^Investor^s  Guardian”  of  August  28th,  1886  : 

“ The  gold  fever  that  has  laid  hold  upon  South  Africa  threatens  to 
rival  in  its  heat  and  intensity  the  earlier  days  of  the  “ rushes  ” and 
“ finds  ” of  the  Australian  and  Californian  gold  fields.  Every  mail 
brings  the  news  of  fresh  “ rushes.”  In  addition  to  the  established 
fields  of  the  I ransvaal,  gold  appears  to  have  been  found  in  the 
Waterberg  district  of  the  Republic.” 

The  BuHionist”  of  .\ugust  21st,  1886;—“  For  years 

a great  deal  of  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  Transvaal  as 
being  the  future  gold  field,  and  the  consequence  of  the  favourable 
reports  of  the  working  of  the  various  companies  whose  operations 
have  been  c^entred  there,  has  been  to  cause  the  shares  of  the 

various  companies  engaged  in  this  industry  to  increase  greatly  in 
value.” 

The  Financial  Nc7vs”  of  August  30th,  1886,  publishes  a 
special  telegram  from  Durban,  dated  as  recently  as  August  29th, 
1886  . That  the  Bank  of  South  Africa  is  exhibiting  specimens 
of  gold  from  the  richest  reefs  yet  discovered  in  the  Transvaal,  one 
parcel  of  30  tons  of  quartz  gave  30  ounces  to  the  ton,  while 

another  parcel  of  picked  quartz  gave  over  98  ounces  to  the  ton 

the  tailings  were  also  very  rich— all  hand  crushed.” 

The  ’■■Echo”  of  September  12th,  1886:— “There  are 

apparent!)  signs  of  another  ‘ boom  ’ in  gold  mining  in  South 
Africa.  At  Durban,  according  to  the  latest  news,  there  is  increasing 
excitement  by  reason  of  the  amazing  finds  of  richly  auriferous 
reefs.  Heidellierg,  too,  is  bubbling  with  speculation,  and  in 
Kimberley,  rich  samples  of  silver  ore,  as  well  as  an  ingot  of  gold 
weighing  qf  pounds,  have  been  displayed  to  rapturous  crowds  \ 
local  company,  ‘The  Wheel  of  Fortune  Gold  Mining  Co.,’  mi^ht 
have  allotted  its  shares  at  least  ten  times  over.  In  other  districts 
too,  rich  alluvial  ‘ finds  ’ are  being  rapidly  announced ; and  that 
there  have  been  several  discoveries  of  a really  important  character 
seems  to  be  beyond  all  question.  No  one  will  doubt  that  gold  is 
to  be  found  in  South  Africa,  and  if  only  half  the  reports  now 
reaching  us  are  well  founded,  there  is  cause  for  sincere  satisfaction.” 
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'Vhn. Glas^oiv  Evening  Navs,"  o(  September  24th,  1886; — 
“ For  some  time  back  reports  have  been  reaching  this 
country  of  discoveries  of  gold  in  South  Africa,  and  it  is  now 
established  beyond  doubt  that  in  the  Transvaal  a series  of  auriferous 
quartz  reefs  and  lodes  have  been  discovered,  which  will  yield  as 
rich  returns  of  the  precious  metal  as  any  mines  in  the  world.” 


t|, 


'I'he  Standard, of  September  23rd,  1886: — “There 

can  no  longer  be  any  doubt  that  South  Africa  will  be  a gold 
producing  country  to  an  extent  never  hitherto  imagined  by  the 
most  sanguine.  There  is,  undoubtedly,  gold  in  the  Transvaal;  but 
it  can  only  be  got  at  by  means  of  capital  and  skill,  and  the  work 
connected  with  quarrying  and  quartz  crushing  can  best  be  performed 
by  the  native  labour,  which  is  both  cheap  and  abundant.’* 

'I'he  “ North  British  Daily  Mai/,*’  ofSeptember  25th,  1886  : — 
“ In  the  Transvaal  Republic  of  South  Africa  gold  has  been 
found  in  considerable  quantities  at  four  different  localities,  and 
though  its  existence  was  known  of  in  1883,  it  is  only  within  the 
present  year  that  the  extent  and  richness  of  the  gold  has  been 
fully  recognized,  and  the  returns  already  gained,  with  very  imperfect 
means,  foreshadow  a future  yield  w^hich  can  hardly  be  estimated.” 

4 

The  Times"  correspondent,  under  date  the  Cape,  August 
25th,  1886: — “Within  the  last  eight  months,  during  which 
the  export  of  gold  from  South  Africa  is  believed  to  have  amounted 
to  about  ^12  2,000.  the  importance  of  these  fields,  gradually,  has 
been  thoroughly  impressed  upon  the  Colonial  public.” 

The  Liverpool  Mercury  " oi  August  26th,  1886,  in  refering 
to  the  gold  fever  raging  now  at  the  Cape  with  even  greater  intensity 
than  before: — “Companies  are  being  started  daily  from  the 
diamond  field  district,  and  parties  are  leaving  for  the  Transvaal  in 
great  numbers.  Mr.  Dunning,  a reliable  man,  and  an  old  digger 
who  has  just  returned,  says  there  is  plenty  of  gold.” 

•The  Scotsman”  of  September  25  th,  1886: — -“  As  an- 
nounced yesterday.  South  Africa  has  furnished  the  latest  sensation 
in  gold  finding,  and  only  the  other  day  a mail  steamer,  which  left 
the  Cape,  had  4,500  ounces  of  Transvaal  on  board.” 


The  “A^z/u-/  Mercury,”  of  August  24th,  1886: — “ We  were 
yesterday  shown  some  of  the  finest  specimens  of  gold  quartz  that 
has  ever  been  our  lot  to  look  upon.  In  the  nuggets  the  gold  seemed 
to  predominate  more  than  the  quartz,  and  was  in  thick  clusters. 
We  were  informed  that  the  specimens  were  obtained  on  a farm  near 
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Lydenberg.  I he  rich  discovery  in  the  Victoria  Comjany’s  new 
shaft  still  continues.  This  Company  is  paying  magnificent  dividends 

with  a ten  stamp  mill — What  will  be  the  result  when  the  new  battery 
IS  at  work  ? ” ^ 


The  “A/,  fames'  Gazette.”  of  October  12th,  1886:— 

Further  particulars  from  the  South  African  gold  fields  more  than 
confirm  the  earlier  reports  of  their  extent  and  richness.  'I’he  balance 
sheet  of  the  Sheba  Reef  Company  with  a recent  dividend  of  62^  per 
cent. isenough  to  inoculate  the  soberest  ofspeculators  with  gold  fever: 
and  the  latest  explorations,  it  is  said,  continue  to  reveal  fresh  reefs 
across  the  whole  extent  of  the  Transvaal.  At  all  events  a substantial 
addition  to  the  world’s  gold  supply  seems  tolerably  well-assured.” 

'Fhe  ''  Newcastle  Daily  Leader,”  oi  October  14th,  1886,  in  a 
Correspondent’s  letter  from  Maritzburg,  says  : “ AVe  are  having  some 
very  stirring  times  out  here  Just  now  with  the  goldfields  in  the  'I’rans- 
yaal,  where  splendid  things  are  turning  out,  and  several  people  I 
know  have  made  large  fortunes.  'I'he  shares  in  some  of  the  gold 
companies  are  at  tremendous  premiums.  I’here  is  one  company 
called  the  ‘ Sheba  ’ in  which  the  shares  were  issued  at  ^i,  on  which 
a call  of  2S.  fid  was  made.  Their  first  dividend  paid  up  the  remaining 
amount  of  the  jQ\,  and  now  these  shares  are  selling  at  from  ^80 
to  ^100.  Fancy,  what  a return  for  2s.  fid.  I bought  100 
Moodie  s shares  at  4s.  fid.  and  sold  them  a few  months  after  at 
IIS.,  which  is  more  than  loo  per  cent.  I had  also  fifty  shares  in  a 
company  called  the  ‘Annie’s  Fortune,’  which  cost  about  -^lo 
and  a month  after  I sold  them  for  £i(s.  I know  one  man  down 

here  who  pegged  out  a gold  claim  in  the  fields  and  sold  it  for 
;^6o,ooo.” 

'I'he  “ Citizen's”  special  Correspondent  writing  under  date. 
Cape  Town,  September  15th,  i88fi,  in  reference  to  a newly 
discovered  reef “ One  turns  to  inspect  afresh  that  marvellous  lode 
of  gold  bearing  ore,  which  was  discovered  by  the  miner  after  whom 
it  was  named.  AA'^ell  may  'I’homas  declare  that  in  the  whole  of  his 
mining  experience  he  never  saw  or  heard  of  a similar  property  1 
'The  distinct  peculiarities  of  the  ground  simply  serve  to  increase  our 
interest  in  the  gold  bearing  body.  There  it  is,  as  plain  and  un- 
denible  as  the  lion  of  St.  Mark.  'I’he  quartz  is  there  ; the  gold  is 
there  ; and  in  fact,  there  is  nothing  wanting  for  a magnificent  field 
of  gold,  but  the  speedy  erection  of  proper  transport  and  crushing 
gear.  We  are  almost  afraid  to  predict  the  future  of  this  mine. 
Our  opinion— in  the  eyes  of  those  at  a distance  who  cannot  corrobo- 
rate It  for  themselves— would  appear  too  ‘ thick  ’ for  ordinary 
comprehensions,  and  w’e  can  only  recommend  the  public  to  judge 
by  future  results.  AA’e  will  go  ‘ Nap,’  however,  on  a field  that  will. 
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open  the  eyes  of  the  ‘ mining  kings  ’ all  over  the  world  ! and  now 
come  to  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  sights  the  mining  world  has 
ever  known.  The  formation  of  one  side  of  a thirty-five  feet  reef 
has  been  carried  away,  leaving  exposed  to  the  blue  skies  of  Africa 
a mass  of  gold  quartz,  which  at  a rough  calculation  of  sixteen  cubic 
feet  to  the  ton  will  yielda  million  tons  of  payable  stone  without  sinking 
one  single  inch  below  the  level  of  its  exposed  base.  Wherever  one  chii> 
ped  the  quartz,  visible  gold  was  showing  freely,  and  although  a proper 
inspection  of  this  gigantic  mass  would  probably  take  several  days, 
we  saw  sufficient  last  Thursday  afternoon  to  convince  us  that 
nowhere  in  the  whole  of  the  known  mining  world  can  such 
marvellous  deposit  be  matched.  The  mine  is  more  like  an 
Aberdeen  granite  quarry  than  a typical  gold  mine  ; the  great 
masses  of  quartz  having  simply  to  be  blasted  on  and  hurled  to  the 
foot  of  the  precipice,  where  the  steam  tramway  will  run  them 
down  to  the  river  to  be  crushed  by  the  heavy  machinery  requisite.^* 


The  Natal  Advertiser'^'  : — Reports  have  been  received 
from  the  Waterberg  District  that  more  gold-bearing  reefs  have  been 
discovered.  There  is  also  a probability  that  rich  alluvial  fields 
have  been  found,  but  the  details  have  not  reached  us.’' 

South  African  Gold  Exports.— “ The  Gold  from  De  Kaap 
that  can  be  accounted  for  by  official  records,  is  valued  at  ;^98,io7 
for  the  past  nine  months.  During  the  corresponding  period  of  last 
year  the  figures  stood  at  ^2^29,5 12.  These  figures  do  not  include 
the  large  percentage  that  finds  its  way  out  of  the  country  by 
unknown  channels.” — “ Barberton  HcraldP 


{From  the  “Financial  Critic's”  own  Correspondetit 

at  Kimberley^  A ^ 

In  the  Iransvaal  the  district  in  greatest  favour  is  the  Water- 
berg. I have  no  doubt  that  as  soon  as  the  machinery  is  at  work 
on  the  farms  \yhich  have  just  been  floated  as  the  “Central  Trans- 
vaal Gold  Mining  Company,'*  we  shall  hear  of  good  results  from 
there  to. — Better  of  October  ^th,  1886. 

Before  leaving  the  T ransvaal  gold  fields  I must  warn  your 
readers  to  read  the  reports  and  comments  of  the  Transvaal  journals, 
whether  in  favour  or  condemnation  of  Companies  forming,  or  to  be 
formed,  with  a certain  amount  of  caution.  It  will  be  found  that 
especially  in  the  case  of  Companies  formed  with  English  capital,  ^ f 

a certain  amount  of  jealousy  is  but  faintly  concealed.  The  Boer  f I ^ 
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cannot  tolerate  the  Englishman  on  his  territory,  and  it  is  with  great 
difficulty  he  can  manage  to  shake  himself  down  to  the  altered  state 
of  affairs,  although  he  cannot  fail  to  see  that  England  must  in  the 
end  rule  his  land,  if  not  through  her  Government,  at  least  with  her 
capital.  It  would  be  well  then  to  pin  little  or  no  faith  in  the 
remarks  made  on  English  Companies,  but  to  believe  the  reports  of 
those  who  have  actually  seen  and  tested  gold-producing  property. 
— Letter  of  October  iith,  1886. 

The  Kiysna  gold  fields  are  also  looking  up,  and  from  all  I 
hear,  there  is  every  reason  for  those  to  whom  shares  have  been 
allotted  in  the  lately-formed  Central  Transvaal  Mining  Company  to 
congratulate  themselves  on  their  good  fortune.  The  property  that 
has  been  acquired  is  sure  to  turn  up  trumps,  as  every  one  that 
comes  to  Kimberley  bea>s  witness  to  the  fact  that  all  the  district  in 
which  the  farms  are  situated  is  rich  and  full  of  gold-bearing  quartz 
reef.  I heard  that  the  mining  expert,  who  has  been  appointed  to 
report  on  this  property,  passed  through  Kimberley  a fortnight 
ago  on  his  way  to  examine  and  report,  but  his  stay  here  was 
so  brief  that  I had  not  time  to  interview  him.  If  what  others  who 
know  say  is  to  be  relied  on,  the  report  of  this  gentleman  cannot 
fail  to  fill  the  minds  of  all  those  who  have  invested  in  the  scrip  of 
this  Company,  with  large  hopes  of  the  future  of  their  property. — 
Letter  of  October  1 8M,  1 886. 

The  AVaterberg  District  is  again  attract  ng  attention  after  a 
long  cessation  of  working.  I should  not  be  at  all  surprised  if  it 
does  not  appear  that  this  and  perhaps  the  Komati  district  will  prove 
the  most  attractive  to  individual  diggers,  as  it  is  fully  expected  that 
rich  alluvial  diggings  will  be  found  there.  Eesterling  was  well  known 
in  the  year  1870  to  be  an  alluvial  digging,  and  had  attracted  many- 
gold  seekers,  but  as  I have  already  said  these  were  drawn  away  by 
the  counter  attraction  of  diamonds.  The  country  thereabouts  is 
better  suited  than  any  other  part  of  the  Transvaal  for  digging,  being 
healthy,  well  watered  and  woody.  I am  certain  that  those  who  have 
invested  in  the  Central  Transvaal  shares,  whose  property  is  situated 
just  there,  will  have  no  cause  to  regret  their  venture.  Lhear  that  a 
geologist  has  gone  up  to  report  on  this  property,  and  rumours  are 
already  rife  that  he  is  able  to  more  than  confirm  the  statements  in  the 
prospectus  issued  by  that  Company. — Letter  of  October  25///,  1886. 


I hear  that  the  expert  sent  out  by  the  Central  Transvaal 
Company  to  report  on  their  farms  in  the  Waterberg  district,  has 
seen  sufficient  to  warrant  him  in  sending  home  a glowing  report  of 
the  land.  I always  believed  that  this  would  turn  out  one  of  the 
fields  of  the  Transvaal.  Possessing  as  it  does  greater  advantages 
of  climate,  wood  and  water,  than  the  De  Kaap,  it  may  yet  fairly 
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eclipse  the  older  field,  and  attract  a larger  number  of  capitalists 
and  gold  seekers.  The  English  public  may  congratulate  themselves 
on  being  amongst  the  first  to  invest  capital  there,  and  they  will  not 
be  long  in  obtaining  a good  return  for  their  investment. — Letter  of 
November  i.v/,  1886. 

The  VVaterberg  district  is  also  in  high  favour.  Prospectors 
are  at  work  in  all  quarters,  and  are  said  to  be  finding  rich  reefs. 
No  work  of  any  importance  has  been  done  on  the  property  of  the 
Central  Transvaal  Company  in  that  district,  but  I am  told  that  the 
mining  expert  sent  out  by  the  Directors  has  sent  home  a report 
which  is  bound  to  take  the  lucky  holders  of  this  scrip  by  surprise. 
Letter  of  November  15///,  1886. 


REPORT  UPON  THE  FARMS  BOGNAFAURAN  AND 
PARK,  WATERBERG,  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Pretoria,  29///  October,  1886. 


To  the  Directors  of  the  Central  Transvaal  Gold  Mining  Company 


Gentlemen, — In  accordance  with  your  instructions  I beg  to 
hand  you  a report  of  my  proceedings  from  my  arrival  in  South 
Africa. 


From  Cape  Town  I journeyed  to  Kimberley  en  route  to 
Pretoria.  I embraced  the  opportunity  of  a day’s  rest  at  Kimberley, 
to  find  out  what  I could  of  the  feeling  of  residents  there  regarding 
your  property.  As  I cabled  to  you  on  the  3rd  inst.,  I heard  on  all 
hands  the  most  sanguine  anticipations  of  the  capability  of  the  land 
for  producing  gold. 


Having  reached  Eersterling,  which  is  about  100  miles  from 
Pretoria,  I ascertained  more  precisely  the  position  of  the  farms, 
but  I thought  it  well  to  make  for  Pretoria,  in  order  to  examine  the 
plans  at  Government  House.  I send  you  herewith  an  e.xtract  from 
these  plans,  which  shows  your  property,  and  also  the  surrounding 


farms. 
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On  reaching  the  neighbourhood  I at  once  proceeded  to  secure 
the  necessary  labour,  which  I easily  found,  and  at  a very  small  cost 
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about  I os.  per  month,  which  with  food  would  make  a total  of  about 
each  per  month.  Of  course  it  is  impossible  to  get  the  same 
amount  of  work  out  of  these  Kaffirs  as  out  of  Europeans,  but  it  is 
of  great  importance  to  be  able  to  get  abundance  of  such  help  as 
I it  is. 

• • 

I next  rode  over  the  entire  property,  which  took  me  a whole  day, 
with  a view  of  selecting  suitable  places  at  which  to  open  out  the  reef. 

I found  that  my  chief  work  would  lie  in  “ Park,”  along  the  range  of 
hills  to  which  I would  call  your  special  attention  upon  the  plan 
i enclosed.  You  will  observe  that,  running  from  North  to  South 

West,  after  cutting  the  Blaauberg  range,  it  traverses  the  whole  length 
of  “ Park,”  and  terminates  in  one  corner  of  “ Bognafauran.” 
Running  in  the  same  direction,  was  an  outcrop  of  quartz  which  I 
i was  able  to  trace  for  some  200  yards.  It  then  disappeared  for 

several  hundred  yards,  but  on  its  reappearing,  it  could  be  traced 
with  ease  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  “ Park  ” some  distance  into 
“ Bognafauran.”  From  its  conformation  and  similarity  to  the  famous 
».  reefs  in  the  neighbouring  farm  of  “ Grange,”  I at  once  came  to  the 

conclusion,  that  this  reef  was  very  rich  in  gold  bearing  properties, 
a conclusion  which  all  subsequent  examination  has  strengthened  and 
confirmed.  Moreover  there  were  a number  of  old  openings  in  the  face 
of  the  reef  here  and  there,  mostly  about  20  feet  deep  which  gave 
conclusive  proof  of  the  character  of  the  rock.  From  the  careful  way 
in  which  the  stones  are  piled  round,  and  from  other  indications,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  these  disused  pits,  or  openings  were 
not  made  by  natives,  but  by  Europeans,  and  from  the  position  and 
size  of  trees  which  are  growing  out  of  them,  they  were  made  cer- 
tainiy  not  less  than  200  years  ago.  It  was  from  the  bottom  of  one 
^ of  these  pits,  that  whilst  my  boys  were  opening  up  another  part  of 

the  reef  a little  way  off,  I gathered  a quantity  of  quartz  which  yielded 
the  first  assay  I sent  home  to  you,  viz.,  35  ounces  to  the  ton. 

* The  new  opening  which  I had  made  was  about  miles  from 

the  pit  where  the  loose  quartz  was  obtained ; and  at  about  20  feet 
deep  the  rock  yielded  about  the  same  return— viz.,  3^  ounces  to 
the  ton.  But  I determined  not  to  stop  here.  I put  on  fresh  labour, 
and  worked  night  and  day  until  I had  exposed  the  whole  face  of  the 
reef  to  a distance  of  50  feet  in  depth.  I here  found  abundance  of 
r quartz,  which  yielded  the  splendid  result  of  the  assay  of  which  I 

spoke  in  my  other  cablegram — viz.,  4^  ounces  to  the  ton.  The  quartz, 
moreover,  is  not  found  in  “patches,”  but  is  very  fairly  continuous, 
and  gave  unmistakable  indications  that  it  was  richer  and  richer  as 
^ one  went  lower  down.  With  regard  to  the  quantities  of  quartz  which 

! the  properties  may  be  expected  to  yield  I have  formed  the  most 

, sanguine  estimates.  Of  course  I cannot  tell  the  thickness  of  the  reef, 

I i / for  I have  only  had  the  opportunity  of  opening  up  the  face  ; and 

h ‘ even  if  I had  had  the  necessary  implements  to  bore  through  it  would 
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have  taken  me  perhaps  a month  longer  to  complete  my  report. 
But  I am  prepared  to  say  there  is  unlimited  scope  for  any  amount  of 
capital  which  you  may  wish  to  employ  in  developing  the  farms. 


The  prospectus  with  which  you  furnished  me  takes  ten  head 
of  stamps  as  a basis  of  calulation.  Now  this  gives  altogether  an 
insignificant  idea  of  the  value  of  these  properties.  I would  recom- 
mend that  at  least  fifty  head  of  stamps  should  be  provided,  so  as  to 
deal  with,  say,  loo  tons  of  quartz  a day.  Ihere  is,  in  fact,  room 
for  an  unlimited  number,  as  the  abundance  of  water  running  through 
the  farms— especially  Park— is  capable  of  working  any  number  of 
mills.  Next  to  the  main  point,  the  richness  in  ore,  I consider  this 
water  supply  to  be  the  great  beauty  of  the  property,  for  it  will 
enable  the  farms  to  be  worked  at  an  enormously  less  cost  than  that 
incurred  by  most  Gold  Mines.  A sum  of  about  £fooo  would  be 
required  to  start  the  workings  upon  these  lines.  This  would  cover 
cost  of  machinery,  freight,  carriage  up  country,  and  erecting.  But 
I would  recommend  a much  larger  outlay,  so  as  to  make  the  most 
of  this  practically  inexhaustible  property  without  delay.  The 
stamps  referred  to  (50  head)  would  produce  probably  35°  ounces 
per  day,  which,  taking  the  lowest  estimate  the  assays  have  yet 
shown,  would  give  a gross  return  of  _;^4oo,ooo  per  annum.  The 
expenses  of  working  would  be  about  ;^i55000  to  ,^20,000,  that  is  _ 
irrespective  of  expenses  of  management  here  and  in  London. 


I should  mention  that  a splendid  waterfall  at  a little  more  than 
a mile  from  the  reef  could  afterwards  be  utilised  with  great  profit, 
by  running  a tram  line  to  it. 


And  I should  also  mention  that  when  opening  out  the  50  feet 
facing  I found  a layer  of  decomposed  reef^  which,  out  of  curiosity, 
seeing  colour  in  it,  I assayed.  I was  astonished  to  find  these 
samples  of  rotten  reef  yielding  as  much  as  27^  ounces  to  the  ton. 
It  is,  therefore,  not  unlikely  that  rich  alluvial  deposits  exist  here,  as 
they  are  known  to  do  in  other  parts  of  the  Transvaal  But  I do 
not  let  this  enter  into  my  calculations,  as  I cannot  speak  about  the 
quantity  existing,  the  small  but  rich  deposits  which  I came  across 
being  insufficient  to  base  my  reckonings  upon. 


I can  only  conclude  this  report  by  congratulating  you  upon 
the  acquisition  of  this  property,  and  expressing  my  firrn  conviction 
that  under  ordinary  management  the  position  which  it  will  in  the 
future  hold,  in  the  estimation  of  the  public,  will  be  second  to  none 
in  this  part  of  the  world.  I say  this  advisedly,  and  in  the  face  of 
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the  attempts  which  will  undoubtedly  be  made  to  depreciate  its 
value,  and  to  detract  from  its  prospects  as  one  of  the  most  splendid 
gold  properties  in  South  Africa. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  S.  COGHLAN,  Ph.  1). 


28,  Budge  Row,  E.C., 

22nd  November,  1886. 


To  the  Secretary  of  the 

Central  Transvaal  Gold  Mining  Company,  Limited. 

Sir, — Yours  of  the  i8th  instant  to  hand.  In  reply  to  your 
query  as  to  “ whether  I have  any  information  or  recollections  of  the 
farms  purchased  by  the  Central  Transvaal  Company,”  I can 
only  say  that  whilst  prospecting  this  district  in  1881,  the  “Park” 
was  pointed  out  to  me  by  an  Australian  digger  who  had  been 
working  on  this  property  the  year  before. 

I examined  some  of  the  quartz  taken  from  an  old  working  at 
about  twenty  feet,  which  appeared  to  me  of  a hard  nature,  but  very 
good  looking,  being  a white  rock  with  speckled  brown  spots.  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  never  pay  individual  diggers 
to  work  this  reef,  l?ut  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  by 
expending  a few  thousands  of  pounds  for  requisite  machinery,  it 
would  make  the  property  a valuable  one. 

I took  no  assay,  owing  to  want  of  time,  but  from  observations 
and  general  knowledge,  I am  satisfied  the  quartz  was  equal  to  any 
in  the  auriferous  range  of  the  Blaauberg  Hills. 

I am.  Sir,  yours  truly, 

W.  BECKFORD,  M.E. 

P.S.— I touch  upon  your  property  in  a pamphlet  on  the 
“Waterberg  Gold  Belt,”  published  by  me  in  1884. 
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